
The Fantastic Four
They’re talented, fun-loving and in residence at Stony Brook University — meet the Calidore String Quartet
Strains of Ravel’s String Quartet in F Major float through the closed wood door of the Emerson Studio, located on the third floor of the Fine Arts Building. The music trails off and the door swings open to reveal a tall man with thick, side-parted salt-and-pepper hair wearing large square dark-framed eyeglasses. It’s Lawrence Dutton, violist for the Emerson String Quartet, and he’s at Stony Brook University to coach four young artists-in-residence — the Calidore String Quartet.
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Dutton, dressed smartly in a zippered maroon pullover and slate-gray slacks, is sporting a grin that stretches from ear to ear.
“These guys are really, really good!” he said.
The significance of the compliment is not lost on the Calidores, all of whom respond “thank you” in unison. They know that it’s not every day a member of one of the greatest — if not the greatest — classical music ensembles on the planet is on hand to offer a critique.
Slanting shafts of sunlight filter through a bank of large windows and lend a warm glow to the sparsely furnished studio. A mahogany Mason & Hamlin baby grand piano occupies the rear of the room, and a gray leatherette banquette hugs one wall. Black metal music stands are arranged in a semicircle, and the Calidores sit in armless chairs in their customary audience-view positions — violinists on the left, cellist and violist on the right — as if they’re about to give an impromptu concert.
Traces of fatigue are evident on their faces. They are finishing up a jam-packed day that began with three Calidores coaching Stony Brook undergraduates, and ended with all four as “students” with Dutton as mentor.
Since the quartet formed in 2010 at the Colburn Conservatory of Music in Los Angeles, it has gone on to win many prestigious American chamber music competitions — the Chesapeake, Coleman, Fischoff and Yellow Springs, among them. And on the international front, the Calidores took top prizes in the 2012 ARD Munich International String Quartet and Hamburg International Chamber Music competitions.
Known for its exquisite execution and palpable energy and passion, the Calidore String Quartet is generating quite the buzz in the classical music world.
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“The Calidores are extremely committed, incredibly musical and have great presence,” said Dutton. “They know how to make music already, so working with them is like working with the Emerson Quartet.”
Perry Goldstein, chair of the Department of Music in the College of Arts and Sciences, has seen many talented musicians at Stony Brook in the 22 years he’s been at the University, but he knows the Calidores bring something special to campus.
“One benefit of having such a fine, young string quartet as the Calidores here is as a model of consistent ensemble playing with the same people,” he said. “When ensembles play together, they really refine the nuances of their performance. That includes the choreography of the way they move together and breathe together and play together, and the quality of their intonation and phrasing. They wind up on exactly the same page.”
As individuals, each Calidore is a first-class instrumentalist.
Violinist Jeffrey Myers has been a featured soloist with several prestigious orchestras and has collaborated with some of the best artists in the industry, including Paul Coletti, Ronald Leonard and Menahem Pressler. Violinist Ryan Meehan has played at prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center and Wigmore Hall, and his performances have been broadcast on national radio. Cellist Estelle Choi, a Canada native, has won numerous awards at the local, provincial and national levels. And violist Jeremy Berry has studied with such masters as Itzhak Perlman, Arnold Steinhardt and members of the Juilliard, Tokyo, Cavani and Cleveland string quartets.
Collectively, they are a musical tour de force.
No one would know that more than members of the Emerson String Quartet, Stony Brook University’s quartet in residence since 2002 and the group primarily responsible — along with ex-Emerson cellist David Finckel — for bringing the Calidores to campus for the 2014–2015 and 2015–2016 academic years.
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The Emerson Quartet understand what it takes to succeed in the classical music world, as evidenced by the accolades they’ve received during the nearly four decades they’ve been together: They have the distinction of being named “America’s Greatest Quartet” by Time magazine in 2000, have won nine Grammy Awards (three of which while in residence at Stony Brook) and were inducted into the Classical Music Hall of Fame in 2010.
“The Calidores have all the components to make them a first-rate quartet — four strong individuals, a common goal to bring the music to life and to the audience, and at the same time being very respectful of the composers’ wishes in regard to the score,” said Philip Setzer, violinist for the Emerson String Quartet.
“They certainly have that special something that makes one want to hear them again,” said Finckel, who is artistic co-director of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center. “I, for one, certainly do, and that’s not to be taken lightly given the number of musicians I can choose to listen to.”
Long-running quartets such as the Emerson Quartet know that hard work and talent could only take a group so far — it’s chemistry that matters. The Calidores understand that as well.
“Everybody always says that playing chamber music or being in a string quartet is like a four-way marriage, for better and for worse,” said Berry.
As with any group of people who spend a lot of time together, the Calidores excel at unspoken communication, often anticipating what the other quartet members are thinking and finishing each other’s sentences.
“Sometimes we have to censor ourselves because we know that somebody else in the group is about to say what we’re going to say, so we will deliberately not say it, and then somebody else says it anyway,” said Berry. “It’s not like a normal sentence — it’s something that nobody outside the group would ever say.”
The Calidores always maintain a good sense of humor to get through the rough times, often invoking unofficial quartet rules when necessary.
“We have a list of things you actually shouldn’t say to each other, but we do anyway,” Meehan said.
And as if to prove his point, three members of the group riffed off each other in rapid-fire succession.

“When are you going to practice?’’ Meehan asked.

“I’m pretty sure you’re not allowed to vibrate that way,” Choi said.
“Would it kill you to play it like this?” Berry added.
The comments elicit laughter from the group.
“It might bother people hearing us say these things to each other, but we know the funny counterpart that sort of explains where the comment came from, but other people would probably be scared if they saw us rehearse!” Berry said.
Taking things in stride especially helps when the Calidores are away from home, which these days is in New York City. When they were in Munich for the ARD competition, they encountered an unusual situation in which all the finalists were asked to appear on German national television in a documentary.
“Each quartet had to do something that showed the personality of their group,” said Meehan. “Maybe because we were the only Americans, the filmmakers made us play this giant board game of Connect Four to show that we’re fun loving.”
“We ended up looking like small schoolchildren!” added Myers.
Getting in touch with their inner child is something the Calidores do naturally. Reaching out to a youthful demographic has been a part of their outreach mission, going back to their Colburn School days when they brought music to public schools and disadvantaged neighborhoods in Los Angeles.
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Expanding that mission to the Stony Brook community has been made possible through a generous donation from Erwin and Freddie Staller, who also support students in Stony Brook’s Department of Music and the Staller Center for the Arts. During the next two years, the Calidores will travel to local elementary, middle and high schools to perform short programs and speak about why classical music is more relevant than ever.
“It’s attractive to young audiences that we’re not so old,” said Meehan. “For high schoolers who may be music students already, we can show them the direct connection that we were them not too long ago.”
At Stony Brook the Calidores are mentoring undergraduates and passing along all the wisdom they’ve gleaned during the past few years in the hope of cultivating new generations of musicians.
“Teaching actually offers us some of the best learning tools we can think of because we’re constantly wracking our brains about what we have been taught from our previous teachers, and it brings all of it to the surface again,” said Myers. “It’s kind of like a refresher course from all our years of learning.”
As they launch their professional careers, the Calidores look to Stony Brook University to offer them new opportunities.
“To be able to come to such a prestigious university as Stony Brook is truly an honor,” said Choi. “And to have the Emersons here to help us through this transition phase where we’re not students anymore but we still need guidance — the timing of it is perfect.”
But Lincoln Center’s Finckel believes it is the University and the surrounding community that are the real beneficiaries of an association with the Calidores.
“The Calidores at this point in their development are a group without perceivable limitations,” said Finckel. “So it’s Stony Brook’s good fortune to intersect with them at this incredible moment in their development when the whole musical world awaits them, and the excitement and challenge they face is something to share with the Stony Brook community.”

— By Susan Tito; photos by Wasim Ahmad, Dan Goodrich and courtesy of the Calidore String Quartet
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Jefirey Myers, a violinistin the Calidore String Quartet, reviews music
with Stony Brook undergraduate. (Photo: Wasim Ahmad)
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Ryan Meehan, a violiist in the Calidore String Quartet, istens as Stony Brook under-
graduate rehearses. (Photo: Wasim Ahmad)




